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SUBJECT : SECURITY AT BAHRAIN INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

REF : STATE 212490 

1 . CHARGE HAD A LONG DISCUSSION SEPT. 14 WITH THE HEAD OF CIVIL 
AVIATION OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BAHRAIN (TITLE AND NAME: ASSISTANT 
UNDER SECRETARY FOR CIVIL AVIATION, SHAIKH ISA BIN ABDULLAH AL 
KHALIFA) ABOUT A VARIETY OF CIVIL AVIATION MATTERS. SHAIKH ISA 
STATED THAT THE GOB, AT THE HIGHEST LEVELS, IS ACUTELY AWARE OF 
AND DETERMINED TO HAVE TIGHT SECURITY AT ITS REGIONALLY IMPORTANT 
BAHRAIN INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT. HE MADE THE POINT, HOWEVER, THAT 
THE AIRPORT AUTHORITIES COULD ONLY DO SO MUCH WITHOUT THE ACTIVE 
COOPERATION OF THE AIRLINES. THERE ARE TWO, HE SAID, WHO USE 
BAHRAIN'S AIRPORT REGULARLY WHO ARE NOT WELL-DISPOSED TO TIGHTENED 
SECURITY. THESE ARE IRAQI AND KUWAIT AIRWAYS. IRAQIS ARE 
DIFFICULT, HE SAID IN CONFIDENCE, "BECAUSE THEIR POLICY IS TO 
PROTECT PALESTINIANS". KUWAITIS ARE A PROBLEM "BECAUSE THEY 

ARE ALL SMUGGLING LIQUOR INTO KUWAIT IN THEIR CARRY-ON LUGGAGE" 
(KUWAIT IS DRY) AND DON'T WANT TO BE EMBARRASSED BY PUBLIC 
EXPOSURE. 
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2. ALL OTHER AIRLINES WHICH USE BAHRAIN, HE SAID, ARE SUPPORTIVE 
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OF SECURITY REGULATIONS AND PRECAUTIONS. 

3. AT THE BAHRAIN INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT TRANSIT LOUNGE IT IS 
REGULARLY THE CASE THAT UNSCREENED PERSONS MINGLE WITH SCREENED 
PASSENGERS (PARA 3, REFTEL). THE TRANSIT LOUNGE AND THE WAITING 
LOUNGE FOR THOSE ABOUT TO BOARD ARE ONE AND THE SAME. THIS SITUATION 
WILL BE MODIFIED AFTER ABOUT NINE MONTHS, ACCORDING TO SHAIKH ISA, 

WHEN THE EXPANSION OF THE AIRPORT IS COMPLETED. EVEN THEN, HOWEVER, 

IT WILL NOT BE POSSIBLE, DURING THE MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT RUSH HOURS, 

TO TOTALLY SEGREGATE THE TWO GROUPS. 

4. AS FOR THE FAA SECURITY TRAINING PROGRAM (PARA 4, REFTEL), GOB 
WILL TAKE NOTE OF IT AND BE IN FURTHER CONTACT AS AND WHEN IT 
FEELS THE NEED TO SEND STAFF FOR SUCH TRAINING. 

BURLEIGH 
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